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and talked with Germans of good class. It was there that I first became
aware of a myth which persisted in the minds of most Germans, and
which nothing would alter.
"Our armies, of course, were never defeated in the field", I heard.
"It was a stab in the back which betrayed them. Revolution from
behind by Communists and Jews."
They had set their faith on Wilson's Fourteen Points, which promised
a just peace with no bartering of populations like chattels from one
frontier to another.
When the Treaty of Versailles was published they were stunned by its
severity, and regarded it from the first as a violation of President
Wilson's pledges.
In the French zone of occupation there was more trouble. The French
authorities were instigating a movement for a Rhineland Republic. Its
nominal leader was a plausible and smooth tongued man named Dr.
Dorten whom I met several times. He was in the pay of the French who
provided him with motor cars and money. They recruited a riff-raff
from the prisons and stood by while German policemen were shot in
cold blood. A friend of mine named Gedye, a distinguished corre-
spondent, wrote a book about it called The Revolver Republic. At that
time he hated the French with a passionate and excited hatred. But
afterwards he hated the Germans, or at least Nazi Germany, with even
more hatred.
I returned many times to the Rhine during our period of occupation
but I went further afield year after year in search of something which I
never found. I went in search of peace.